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Ir You LIVED IN ANCIENT ROoME
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FURNITURE:
ACCESSORIES

hat Roman furniture lacked n variety it made up for, in the finer

houses, in beauty, especially as it was seen against a background

of mosaic and marble tloors, colorfully painted walls, carved
woodwork, draperies, and curtains. N

Storage pieces included chests {arcae) and cupboards (armaria). There
were many kinds of chests, including iron-bound oak chests which served
as safes, and fancy storage pieces with gilt-bronze hardware. They all had
the torm of large rectangular boxes wirh the lid on top. There were also
cvlindrical boxes {scrinia) for storing books. Clothing, dishes, and food were
stored in chests or in cupboards; some wulthy houses had rooms lined
with shelves.

Lamps {lychni, lacernae) were beautiful but not very efficient, as they
were fueled with third-pressing olive oil, which was watery and caused
sputtering and smoke (the first two pressings were used for cosmetics and
cooking respectively). Table lamps, floor lamps, and hanging lamps were
made of bronze or iron, and often embeilished with round or relief sculpture.
For everyday use there were cheap. mass-produced terra-corta lamps,
carelessly glazed with mecallic glazes to look like metal,

Roman houses {unless they had private baths) were not cencrally heated.
If you felt cold, you sent a slave for a portable heater, a bronze or iron pan
on short legs, filled with glowing charcoal. Some of these were also designed
to keep food warm ar the rable, and some even included water hearers,
since the Romans liked to add hot water to their wine in cold wearher.
Braziers on taller legs served as altars for offerings made at meals.
' ' i C,'r,mlmw.u';l

(%)

(U8



The Romans were very fond of scul
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ANCIENT ROME LIVES oN ...

Describe some modern lighting that is
more beautiful than functional.

Although scu
in Roman times, W

likely to find even in a modest home?
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. FORMS

SECOND DECLENSION

Nouns whose genitive singular ends in -1 belong to the second declension.
They may be masculine, feminine, or neuter; but very few of them are
feminine. Masculine nouns of the second declension end in -us or -er in the
nominative singular; the few feminine nouns end only in -us; and neuter
nouns end in -um. ln the following declensions, amicus and ager are

masculine and verbum is.neuter.

SINGULAR ENDINGS
MASC. MASC, NEUT. MASC. NEUT.
NOM. amicus ager verbum -us —  -um
GEN. amicl _ agn verbt 1
~ DAT. amico agrd verbo , -0
A, amicum agrum verbum -um
ABL. amico agro verbo -0
PLURAL ~ ENDINGS
MASC. MASC. NEUT. - MASC, NEUT.
NOM, amict agri - verba -1 -a
GEN. amicorum agrorum verborum ~arum
DAT. amicis agris verbis 15
ACC. amicos agros verba -0S -a
ABL. amicis _Aagris. verbrs -is

Two characteristics of the neuter are worth remembering:

1. Its nominative is always the same as the accusative.

- 2. In the plural these two cases will always end in -a.
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In this declension, accordingly, the neuter differs from the masculine in the

nominative singular and the nominative and accusative plural.

in terrls Troiae sunt agri et oppida.
In Troy’s lands there are fields and towns.

Agros et oppida spectant.
Thev are looking at the felds and towns.

SYNTAX

PREDICATE ACCUSATIVE

A verb of making, noming, ot choosing may take, in addition to its direct
object, a second accusative which we call the predicate accusative (or
objective complement).

Filiam vocd Helenam. 1 call mv daughter Helen.

Translation Help

You have seen that the order of words in a Latin sentence is likely to be quite
different from the order of words in an English sentence, In English we learn the
syntax from the word's position in the sentence. The ivoiman looks at the girl
does not mean the same thing as The girl looks at the womait.

In Latin, however, The woman looks at the girl can be expressed in six different

Ways.

Fémina pueilam spectat. Puellam spectat femina,
Femina spectat puellam. Spectat fémina pueliam,
Puellam femina spectat. Spectat puellam fémina.

The most usual order for a Larin sentence is to begin with the subject and end
with the verb, and whatever the verb needs to complete its meaning is put in
berween, Each variation from this order provides a different emphasis, but does
not change the meaning of the sentence. That is why case endings are so
important in Latin. From observing the case endings, it 1s very evident that, no
matter what the order of the words, fémina remains the subject and puellam the

direct object of these sentences.
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Notice that a noun ending in -er in the nominative may either keep the -e
in the other cases (like puer, pueri, m.) or lose it (like ager, agri, m.). You
will know which kind of -er word you have by looking at the genitive. -

A second declension noun whose base ends in -1 has a genitive singular in
-i (not ii); niintius, nantd, m.; aoxilium, auxily n. Therefore you will have
to look at the nominative, and drop the -us or -um, to find the base. In
such words the accent stays where it would be if both 1's were there: auxi'l1,

BASIC WORDS

ager, agri, m. field, territory pard, parare prepare

amicus, amict, m. friend porte, portare  carry, bring

auxilium, auxili, n.  belp, aid

bellum, belli, &~ rwar:

legatus, legati, m. legate, envoy

nintius, nant, m. IMESSAge, NELS,; agaimst
messenger

oppidum, oppidi, n. town

puer, pueri, in.  boy

verbum, verbi, n. word

vir, virl, m. man; busband; bero

contra (adverb) on the contrary; on the
other band; in return (prep. w. acc.)

itaque (comjunction) and so, therefore

i

LEARNING ENGLISH THROUGH LATIN

agriculture the art of farming and cultftvating the soil

amtcable friendly

auxiliary giving help or aid, assisting

belligerent showing a readiness to fight or quarrel
contradict spealk against, say the opposite of
legate envoy or ambassador

portable easily moved or carried

puerile childish, prmatuire

virile manty

Roman lantern—Museo della Civilta Romana, Rome




38

PRACTICE

A.

Here are some additional English words derived from the rwo verbs in the
Vocabulary of this lesson. Fill in the missing letters and define the words:

- ble 2.pre ——-—— tion 3.im ———= 4, irre ———— ble
5.trans —— - —— fioh 6. pre ————tory

Find thé one noun in the Yocabulary of this Lesson whose base. will make
English words out of all of the following:

1.————al 2.pro——-—— 3. ————lage 4, ————-cse  S.————
arim

Name the gender of each of these second declension nouns:

1.ager 2. amicus 3. verbum 4. oppidum 5. puer

Change from singular to plural, keeping the same case:

1. bellum 2.18gati  3.puer 4 auxilic 5. AMMICLHT

Change from plural to singular, keeping the same case:

1.verbis 2. nantdrum 3. agri 4. oppida 3. virds

v

Give the following forms:

.ager in the genitive singular 2. auxilium 10 the nominative plural
_légatus in the nominative plural 4. amicus in the dative singular
bellum in the accusative plural 6. niindus in the accusative plural
7. puer in the ablative singular 9. verbum in the genitive plural 9. oppidum
in the accusative singular 10 vir in.the dative piurat '

() s

(W]

Give the construction of the numbered nouns:

L T 2 ) 3 e + ~
1. Agricola cum filid in villa habstat. 2. Agricolae filia puella est, non
S & 7 i
femina. 3. Filiam agricola vocar Helenam. 4, Helena ex agris 1n

BT
oppidum ambulat.

Read the Latin aloud and rranslate:

1. Puer et puella verba parant. 2. Nintius 1égatds vocat in oppidum.
3. Puerl cum:puellis in agris ambulant. 4. Nantius verba ad villam portat
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This bronze oil lamp and
glass cup are examples of
the luxury styling of
utilitarian objects.

ab agricolae amic, 5. Cum agricola filia in agrisest. 6. Bellumne paratis
contra patriam? 7. Nonne estis prerdrum et puellirum amici? - 8. Hecubae
viram vocamus Priamum. 9. Légari nuntium de belld portant in agros.
10. Vir auxilium ad amicds in oppidum portant.

Translate:

1. The farmer’s household lives in a farnthouse in the flelds. 2. We do not
like the town, and so we are walking in the forest. 3. Don’t you call your
daughter Helen? 4. The farmers are calling the boys and girls into the
fields. 5. In the town there are envoys and messengers and sailors. 6. Are
the men preparing war against the town? 7. The envoy of our native land
is carrying a message about the war. 8. The woman is telling a story
about a boy and his friends. 9. Do you like the messenger’s words about
the war with Greece?  10. Thé friends are carrying aid to the farmer in

the fields.

Saliis populi-supréma léx.
The safery of the people is the highest law.
—CICERO

o
[HIE

AT A

Can you list three laws in your-town or state that were made for
the safety or well-being of the people?
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READING

The Trojan War Begins

, T WY
A0 PR

Helena in oppido Traia habitat cum Troiae nauta; itague réginam vocamas
“Helenam Tréiae.”” Nautam poétae vocant Alexandrum.

In Graccia lgatt ab Menelas Helenae vird ad terrds et oppida nuntium
postant: “Helena régina a Graecia ad oppidum Troiam mn Asiam cam
Alexandrd navigat!” L&gatl vocant viros Graeciae ad bellum contra Troiam.
Graeciae virl bellum parant et ad Asiam navigant.

_ p g

Priamus est vir Hecubae réginae. Priami légati nantium portant ad Troiae
provincids. Légitorum verba sunt “Virl Graeciae bellum parant in Tréiam
et Asiam.” Itaque virl provinciarum auxilium portant ad oppidum Troiam.

READING COMPREHENSION

1. Why is the queen called “Helen of Troy”™? 2. What is the sailor’s name?
3. Who is Helen’s husband? 4. Why did the eavoys from Helen’s husband
call the men of Greece to war? 5. Who is Priam? 6. What message do

his envoys carry to the provinces of Troy?

A heroic fight from the
Trojan War depicted on
an Etruscan buriaf urn,
2d c. r.c. Divinities on
each side support the
rival warriors.

4_in Asiam = in Asia: The Accusative of Dlace ro Which is used here instead of the Ablative
of Place Where because of the motion expressed in navigar. 8. in Trdiam: Remember
that in with the accusative can also mean agaiust.



