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that it is. many years since: ‘Agathon lived in Athens,
: whereas it isn’t three years yet since I first began to
associate with Socrates, and to make it my business to

| kmow what he says and does every day ? Before that Iled
a perfectly haphazard existence, and though I thought

-that I was. getting somewhere, I was in fact the most
‘wretched creature imaginable ~ quite as wretched as
you are now — and believed that the pursuit of wisdom
was the last thmg a:man should devote himself to,’

- ‘Don’t. make fun of me,’ he answered ‘tell me when
thls party happened !

‘While: we were still boys,’ I sald ‘in the year that
Agathon won the. prize with his first tragedy, on the
day afterhe held the usual celebration with the members

.of his cast in honou.r of his victory.?

. *Quite a long time ago then. Who described it to

you 1. Socrates lnmself [

‘No, indeed,’ said I; ‘the same persen as: told Phoemx, .

& man called Aristodemus from Cydathenaeum, 3 little
fellow who always went about barefoot. He was at the
party because he was, I believe, one of Socrates’ greatest

admirers in those days. But 1.did ask Sacrates about a
few. of the particulars that Asistodemus gave me; and -

he. confirmed his account.’.

“Then why are you keeping me on tenterhoelmi Our
walk to town is an admirable opportunity for conversa-
tion. .

\As vre walked on together, then, we talked about the

“subject, so that, as I said at the beginning, I am not un-
rehearsed, and if you too want to hear the story [ suppose
_I must comply. As.a matter of fact, ‘quite apart from

sl APOLLODORUS AND FRIEND

an‘y“idea*of'edi'ﬁcation;“f take an extrao:diha'ry pleasure
‘in talking myself, and in hearing others talk, on philos |

sophical topies; lwmwﬂmmmnmn

and particula
‘me with distress OD. YO

. dccount and with p1ty for

‘those of you who are with me, because you think that

you are accomplishing something when in' fact you are
accomplishing nothing. You'in your turn may perhaps
think me an unfortunate creature, and- ‘you are pro-
bably right, but my feeling about you isa: matter not of

copinion, but knowledge,

FRIEND, You're always the same, Apo]lodorus -
you’re always running down yourself and other people;
as-far as T can see you believe that; bt for Soctates,
everybody in-the world is wretched, beginning ‘with

yourself. I don’t know where: gxactlx zgu Eot zour nick-

name of fanatic, but you live up to'it in your conversa-
t‘“""""‘""““‘"‘*“‘-—-ﬂu

tion, at any rate; you are in a perpetual passion with
everybody, yourself included, except Socrates.

APOLLODORUS. My dear friend, is it so p‘erfeétljr.

‘clear that in holding this opinion of myself and you I
show fanaticism and eccentnmty? '

FrIEND. We won’t argue ‘sbout that 'now,‘ 'Aj:bllo-
dorus. Just confine yourself to doing what we asked,
‘and describe the cotrse of the conversation,

‘aPOLLODORUS, Well, ‘it ‘was Tike this, — bﬁt Td
better try to describe it all from the beginning just as
Aristodemus described it to me. His story was as follows:

* *T met Socrates fresh from the bath and thh shoes on_

h‘ls feet, two_ cu-cumstanc s mostunus '
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dinner with Agathon, Lshirked his victdry-pa_lrty-yester-
. day from dislike of the crowd)but I promised that I
“would be there today, As Tot my.finery, ope,must look
-one s best when one is-going to visit-a_good-looking
man,” Then he added : “How do you feel about coming
‘w1th me to dinner, although you haven’t been agked [ 5
I said that I was at his disposal.. “Come on then,” he
- gaid. “We'll give a new turn to the old saying “T'o good
‘men’s parties good men flock: unasked’;1 it needs only
the smallest change. As a matter of fact Homer seems
to have done actual viclence to the proverb and not
- merely perverted it. His Agamemnon isa pre-emmently
good soldier whereas Menelaus is a ‘feeble fighter’, and
yet; when. Agamemnon makes a sacrifice and entertains
his friends, Menelaus is represented as coming unasked,
though his host is far the better man.” “I'm afraid,” I
said, “that Homer’s descnptzon will fit me better than
yours; Socrates; 2 nobody going unasked to a pundit’s.
party. If you take me you must think out some excuse;
I won’t admit that I’ve come unasked; I shall say that

© . you asked me.” “Let us be going,” he said; “two heads

wﬂl be better than one at deciding what to say.” ;
- $After this conversation we went on. But. Socrates

_ abandoned himself to his own thoughts and fell behind,
and when I waited for him told me:to go on without
him. When I reached: Agathon’s house the door was
open, and I found myself in a very ridiculous position.
A servant met me at.the door, and ushered me. into the
- room where the guests were at table. and already on'the
point of begmnmg dinner. As soon as Agathon saw me.
he. cned out: “You have come just in time to Jom usat

S sOLC-RATEs'"';.z-'AkG_s:ff;.-B_E:H:’::Nb"'

dinner, Aristodemus, If your visit has any other object,

- putit.off for the moment. I tried to find you yesterday

to ask you, but couldn’t see you anywhere, But why-
haven’tyou brought Soctateswithyon 1”1 turnedround, |

but couldn’t see Socrates anywhere. So Ysaid that I had,

as a matter of fact, come with Socrates, and that he had g
invited me to dinner. “Splendid *? gaid Agathon. “But
where is Socrates “He was following me just now;
can’t think what has become of him,” “Go and Iook,” '
Agathon said to a servant, | “and fetch Socrates in. And
you, Aristodemus, sit down beade Eryxunachus.”: .
“The servant. bmught me water to wash before I.sat
down, and another servant came and said that Socrates-

had taken up his position in a neighbour_s' front porch, \

and was standing there, deaf to all the eant’.
tyeaties to come in, “Whatan odd th.mg,

 “Goandca againand don’t take no; for an answer.”?

“No,” 1 sald “let him alone. It’s a way he has. He goes
apart sometlmes and stands still Wherever he happens to
be. He will come presently, T am sure; don’t bother him,.

but let him be.’.’ “Well, if you think so,” said Agathon.

Then to the servants: “Serve the rest of us anyhow. You

“have complete liberty to serve what you please when

there is no one to: superyise you, a thing that I have

never bothered to do. So on this occasion, treat us.as
‘your guests, me-as much as thc others, and see that your
service deserves our praise.”

‘After that we begandinner, and still Socrates d1d not

‘come. Agathon several times wanted to send for him,
but I would not let him, Finally he came, not really very

late for him, and found us about half-way through
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dinner. Agathon, as it happened, was sitting by himiself
at the bottom table,2 and cried out: “Come and sit here

' ‘beside'me, Socrates, and let me, b contact with you,\;y

: egjgz__tp_e___d;scgy_e:;uvhch you made in the porch You
‘must obviously have found the answer to y our problem
and pinned it down; you wouldn’t have ] till you
~had.” Socrates sat down and said: “It would bé very
-nice, Agathon, if wisdom were like water, and flowed by
contact ot of a person who has more into one who has
less, just.as water can be made to pass through 2 thread
-of wool outof the fuller of two cups into the emptier.
~If that applies to wisdom, I value the privilege of sitting

‘beside you very highly, for I have no doubt that you will .
fill mewithan ample draught of the finest wisdom. Such.

‘wisdom 4s I possess is slight and. has little more reality

' ﬂmnadream, butyoursisbrilliant and mayshine brighter
= yet, you are still quite young, and look at the dazzling
“'way it flashed out the day before yesterday before an
‘audience of ‘more than thirty thousand Greek
“Erough of your sarcasm, Soctates,” replied Agathon.
- “We'llsettle our respective claims towisdoma little later
“on, and Dionysus, the god of wine, shall judge between
us; for the moment give your attention to your dinner.”

" “When Socrates had settled himself and had his dinner

like ‘the rest, we poured libations and sang a hymn to

the god and performed all the customary ritual actions,

'and then betg_gk_oyrselve&m‘d;_‘_ nig.3 At this point

¢ ausaas began as follows: “Come now, sirs, what will

ﬁ_ ‘be the least rigorous rule to make about drinking? I

ﬁ\l don’t mind telling you that yesterday’s Bout has left me

in‘a very poor way, and I need a respite. I expect that
38
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-most of you do too - you were there yesterday. So let

suggest that we should et ou:selves oﬁ fghtly;

one of those who were pretty well soaked: ‘esterday o

“I ‘entirely agree,” -said Eryximachus, the.son of.
‘Acumenus, when he heard these remarks, “but th_ere.i.s _
still one person whose opinion I should like to have.

How strong are you feeling, Agathon i” “Very weak,”

replied Agathon, “very weak indeed:” “What a god-
send for us,” said Eryzimachus, “I mean for me-and
Aristodemus and Phaedrus and our.other friends; that
you who have the strongest heads. among us have given
~in; we are never able tocompete. I dowg:g“_ count Socrates; -
both methods suit him equally well;'and he will be Con~
tent whictiever we adopt. But since there app )
Boone here at all eager forserious drinking, perhaps you

pt

e it ] te]l~ya 1.the truth about gettin
' M xpenience has convinced n?e thaf
drunkenness is bad for pecple; and I'should be very un-
willing either to drink at ail deeply myself or to recom-
mend such a course to-anyone else, especially anyone
who still had a hang-over from the previous day.” Here
( Phaedrits from Myrrhinns interposed and said: “Well,
I have-always been in the habit of taking your advice,
especially in medical matters, and the others will do so
too on this occasion, if they are wise,” After this every-
one agreed that the present party should not be pushed
to the point of drunkenness, but that we should dnnk
merely as we felt inclined.,

¢ “Since; then, we have ‘come to thJ.S decxs:on » sald
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Eryximachus, “that each man shall drink merely. as°

much as he chooses, and that there shall be no com-

pulsion, I propose in addition that we should send away
the ﬂute-gu'l who has just come. in — let her play to-

Kerself or, if she likes, to the women of the household =
andentertain ourselves today with conversation. If you
ask on what subject, I have a proposal to make about
that too, if you care to hear it.” Everybody said that they

~would like to hear and bade him proceed. I will begin,”

- he said, “in the manner of Melanippe in Euripides; not
mine the tak that I am going to tell; it belon;
us, He is always saying/Indignantly
‘Isn’tita shame, Eryximachus, that whil
other gods have hymns and songs of praise addressed to
them: by the poets, not one in all the multitude of poets
has ever composed a single
mighty a god as Love? Or take our good professional
educators,s the excellent Prodicus for example; they
write prose enlogies of Heracles and others ~ that is per-
haps not so surprising — but T once came across 2 book
by alearned man in which the psefnlness of salt was made
the subject of a wonderful panegyric; and you could find
plenty -of other things that have received similar

treatment; but the pity is that, while such subjects as-

of 80 ancietit and -

-18b] ERYXIMACHUS’ PROPOSAL ADOPTED

the god. If you agree, we shall not need anything beyond
conversation to occupy us; my proposal is that each of us, .
going from left to right, should make the best speech he
can in praise of love, and that Phaedrus should begin,
since he is not only sitting furthest to the left but is also .
the begetter of the idea,” ,

¢ “Nobody will vote against your proposal Eryzl-

nor. will Agathon and Pausanias, I am sure, nor yet
Aristophanes, whose entire business lies with Dionysus
and Aphrodite, nor anyone else that I see here, It will, -
of course, be unfair to those of us. who:occupy the last -
places, but if fine performances by earlier speakers
exhaust the subject, we shan’t mind. Let Phaedrus
begin and speak in praise of love, and good luck.to
h.‘m »

All the rest concu:red in what. Socrates sald, and
called on Phaedrus to begin, Aristodemus did not recol-
lect precisely everything that each speaker said; and I
do not recollect everything that Aristodemus told me,
but 1 will tell you tl the most important points in each of
the speeches ;hg;msggwmed 10 me worth xemembermg

~A% T have said, Aristodemn “ﬂdWPhaed.rus

- machus,” said tes.. “I certainly not, for I
declare that loves the only subject that I understag % )(J

began, choosing as his starting-point the statement that e

Love is a great god, tevered among men and gods for Q@ﬂ

many reasons, and notleast on.account of his birth. %_,\35 &2
“That the god should be ore of the most ‘ancient of

- all beings is a title to honour,’ he said, ‘and as evidence

of this I can point to the fact that Love has no parents,

and that parents are never ascribed to him by any writer

these have had immense pains bestowed on them, no-
body to this day has had the courage to praise Love in
such terms as he deserves. So completely has this mighty
god: been neglected.” I think that Phaedrus is right; I |
should therefore like to gratify him by offering him &
contribution, and I also feel that it would be highly
suitable for us whoare present on this occasion to honour -

49
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?\“ either of prose or verse. Hesxod tells us that. Chaos ﬁrst
X. came into enstence, -

but next -
Brosd-breasted Earth, on whose foundation firm -
~ Creation stands and Love,

Acusilaus$ agrees with Hesiod i in saying that after Chaos
-these two, Earth and Love, came into bemg And
Parmemdes in speak:lng of creation says

 First among all the gods she mvented Love.

-Soyou see that there is widespread agreement about the
extreme antiquity of Love,

% “Now, as Love is the oldest of the gods, so also he

#Vconfers: upon us the greatest benefits, for I would main-

- oj tain that there can be no greater benefit for a boy than

to have a worthy lover from his earliest youth, nor for a

7 lover than to have a worthy object for his affection,

The principle which ought to guide the whole life of

* those who intend to live nobly kannot be implanted

either by family or by position or by wealth or by any-

. thing else so effectively as by{love.\What principle ? you

ask I mean the principle which inspires shame at what

is disgraceful arid ambition for what is noble; without

these feclings neither a state nor an individual can

- accomplish anything great or fine. Suppose a lover to be

detected in the performance of some dishonourable

action or in failing through cowardice to defend himself

when dishonour is inflicted upon him by another; I

assert that there is'no one, neithier his father por his

friends nor anyone ¢lse, whose observation would cause

him so much pain in"such circumstances as hisheloved’s. -
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- And conversely we see with regard to the beloved that he
\)\_, ‘is peculiarly sensitive to dishonour in the presence.of his

1 ?D QM lovers, If then one could contrive that a state o

\;\“‘.p ¢ should entirely consist of lovers and. loved,7it would be‘

‘ {i\[xu ¥ V‘l\ﬁoreover only Jovers will sacrifice their lit hves for

> nature, produces
L

§ mposs:ble for it to have a better orgamzauon t.han that

all dishonour and thelr mutual emulation; moreover,
\p handful of such men, fighting side by side;, would
defeat practically the whole world, A lover would
rather be seen by all hi$ comrades leaving his: ‘post or
throwing away his arms than by his-beloved; rather than
that, he would prefer a thousand times to die, And:if it
were a question of deserting his beloved or not standing
by him in danger, no éne is so base 45 not to be inspired.
on such an occasion by Love himself with a spirit which
would make him the equal of men with the best natural.
endowment of courage, In short, when Homer spoke of
God “breathing might” into some of the heroes, he
described exactly the effect which Love, of his very'
in men who are‘in Jove.-

\

e e,

‘18 true o@@“‘“‘ﬂffiﬁg&?r n'spe _QP‘P’#H\J)

ing to Greeks I need noexample to support this assertion ﬂw‘@ ’i{
beyond that provided by Pelias’ daughter Alcestis,s J%ga\ﬁ‘“h :
‘She was the only person who was willing to die for her Jusﬁﬂ‘/‘f’l
husband, thoughhe had a father and mother living, and , - fg ; u
- the affection which love inspired in her was so surpassing
that it made them appear mere strangers-to their son,
and his kindred in nothing but.pame, Her heroism in
making this sacrifice appeared so noble in the eyes not
only of men but of the gods, that they conferred upon

il s BB
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~courage of 2 lover, t
{ more nchly aﬁectlon shown towards a lover by ‘the
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her. a privilege which has been grantéd to very few
among the many performers of noble deeds. In admira-
tion of her behaviour they released her soul from Hades;

i‘)so highly do even the gods honour the active courage

which belongs to love. But Orpheus® the son of
Oeagrus they sent away from Hades disappointed of the
wife hie had come to fetch ~ what they showed him was
amere ghost and they did not surrender her real person -
because he seemed to lack spirit, as is only natural in a

g:lnlxﬂc_xgm, he had not the courage e to die for love like -

Alcestis, but contrived to enter Hades alive. For this
they punished him and caused him to meet his death at
the hands of women; whereas they honoured Achilles

‘the son of Thetis and despatched him to the Islands of "%

the Blest,10 because he, when he learnt from his mother
that he would die if he killed Hector, but that if he did
not kill him he would reach home and die at a good old
age, made the heroic choice to go to the rescue of his

lover Patroclus and to avenge him, though this involved

dying after him as well as for him. He thus earned the

- extreme admiration of the gods, who treated him ‘with

special distinction for showing in this way how highly
he valued his lover,

‘Aeschylus, by the way, is quite wrong when he 82ys
that Achilles was the lover of Patroctus. Achilles was
the more beantiful of the two ~indeed hewas the most

* beautiful of all the heroes —and he was still beardless and

according ‘to Homer much younger than Patroclus.
The truth is. that, while thﬁ gods greatly honour the

/PR s d
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beloved,ﬁ because a lover is possessed and thus comes
nearer than the beloved to bemg d.mne.ll That is why
they ‘honoured Achilles more h.tghly ‘than Alcestis and
gent him to the Islands of the Blest,

‘I maintain then that Love Is not only the oldest

and most honourable of the gods, but also the most

powerful to assist men in the acquisition of merit and
happiness, both here and hereafter.

"This or something like it, according to Anstodemus,
was the speech of Phaedrus. It was followed by several
others which he did not quite remember, so he passed

@em by and went onto report the speech of Pausamas,

which was as follows,

‘I cannot agree, Phaedrus, with the condmon lald
down for our speeches, that they should be a simple.and
unqualified panegyric of Love. If Love had a single
nature, it would be all very well, but not as it is, since
Love is not single; and that being so the better course
would be to declare in advance which Love it is that we
have to praise. I will try toput the matter right by deter-
mining first of all which Love ought to be our subject,
‘before going on to praise him in such terms as he de-

X sexves, We g all know that Aphrodite is inseparably linked
%;}*mt.h ove. If there were a single Aphrodite there would
A \‘n«{be asingle Love, but as there are two Aphrodites, it fol-
W 9F“}lt:rw:s that thiere must be two Loves as well. Now what
4 '/"are the two Aphrod.ltes? One is the elder and is the

’ \J / ~daughter of \Uran'uq and had no mother; her we call

Heavenly Aphrodite, The other is o%gfir the chﬂq of
Zeus and Dione, and is called Co feaon fe i
It follows that the Love which is the pan:ne: of the

45
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ﬂtter- sho;ﬂd. be called .Cgmﬂgg&.ove and the other

T e,

Cprsess

a(ﬁﬂy Love. Of course, I am not denying that _We'i*‘ .

ought topraise all the gods, but our present businessis to
discover w t are the respective characters of these two
Loves. Now the-truth about every activity is that in

pf dtself it is neithex(good) nor] Bady Take the activitiesin
which we are at present engaged, drinking and singing ¢x *,
and conversation; none of these is good in itself; they

derive their character from the way in ‘which they are
used. If it is well and rightly used, an activity becomes
good, if wrongly, bad, So.with the activity of love and

: '-_-xs:l'a]..
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from the male,13 and for another is olde and: conse-
quently free from wantonness. Hence those who ars
inspired by this Love are attracted towardsthe-male sex,
and value it as being naturally the stronger and more jp-

telligent. Besides; even among the lovers of theit own -

sex one can distinguish those whose motives are entirely
dictated by this second. Love; they do not fall in love
with miere boys, but wait until they reach the age at
which ‘they begin t6 show some intelligence, that is to
say, until they are.near growing a beard, By choosing

L

. that momeﬁtﬂi'ggghgﬁljjg@eﬁ fgfbé:liz;jgeﬁ 1;9 fall zﬂ%’ ;qy_gJ P '@
Love himself, It is not Love absolutely that is good or they showif I am __not-mntakén“fiﬁat their'intention is $w# F £

- praiseworthy, but only that Love which impels men to

love aright, - : ‘
- *-*“There.can be no doubt of the common nature of the
* Love which goes with{Common Aphrodite) it is quite

random in the effects which it produces, and it is this -

love which the baser sort of men feel, Its marks are,

ﬁ;st, thatit is f_i_i_;ccted—tﬂmxda;w_mm,n.quite asmuch as

young men; second, that in either case it is physical
rather thanspiritual; third, that itprefersthat its obiectg
- should be as unintelligent as possible, because its only

" aim is the satisfaction of its desires, and it takes no

account of the mannerin-which-this is.achieved. That is

s e

why its effect is purely a matter of chance, and quite as

often bad as good. In all th.is-i“t'partaké-_g of the nature of
its: corresponding:goddess, who is{far younge?

conjunction of male and female. But the{

- “Aphroditeto whom. the other Love belongs Tor one

- thing has no female strain in her, but springs entirely
g :
A omt wor w1y sangs o7 o

[He “Bovrom o rog

. n her
 heavenly counterpart,.and.wha.owes her birth to the

ottt

i
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to form a lasting attachment and-a partnership for life;5%“Y4i#;

they are not the kind who take advantage of the igno-

rance of a boy to deceive him, and then’are off with a
jeer in pursuit of some fresh ‘darling, If men were for-

bidden by law, as they should be, to form connexions, 2 ¢
with young boys, they would be saved from laying out| 500y
immense pains for a quite nncertain return; nothing s s sl

more unpredictable than whether a young boy will turn

ont spiritually and physically perfect or the reverse, As-

5 -

things are, good men impose-this rule voluntarily o

e
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themselves, and it would be a good thing if a similar
restriction were laid upon the common sort of lovers; it
would be a correlative of the attempt which we alread
make to forbid them ‘to form connexions with freﬁ

born women. It is men like these who bring love into -

disrepute, and encourage some people to say that it is
disgraceful to yield to a lover; it is their lack of dis-
ctetion and self~control that gives rise to such stric-
tures, for there is no action whatever that deserves to

47
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it is performed ina decent and regular

way.:
-*If we go on to consider what men’s code of behaviour

- prescribes in the matter of love, we shall find that,

whereas in other cities principles are laid down in black

and white and are thus easily comprehensible, ours are _
more comphcated. In Elis and Boeotia and Sparta an
‘wherever men are unready of speech the code states -
‘quite simply that it is good to grat.ify alover, and noone,

young or old, would say that it is disgraceful.14 The fact
is, I imagine, that being poor speakers they wish to save

" themselves the. trouble of having to win young men’s

favours by persuasive speeches. In many parts of Ionia,
on the other hand, and elsewhere under Persian rule,

the state of affairs is quite the reverse. The reason why

such love, together with love of intellectual and physical

achievement, is condemned by the Persiansis to be found

in the absolute nature of their empire; it does not suit
thei interest of the government that a generous sEmt and

cndships .and attachments should spring up
hich love

R R SR

has an. sspng;aLteném p;.Thftruth of this

5 was actually experienced by our tyrants at Athens; it

_ \‘() &«"‘ ‘was the love of: Aristogiton and the strong affection of
C’\\Q awHarmomus which destroyed their power.1s We may

K
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conclude then that where such love has been condemned

it is the poor character of the-people, greed for powerin

the rulers and’ cowardice in the subjects, which les
behind such a condemnation, but that where it has
been thought to be unreservedly good this is due o

—gkmentai indolence in the legxslators.
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‘Our institutions are far nobler than these, but, as I

8aid, are not easily comprehensible. On the one hand, 2
love which courts no concealment is reckoned among us

nobler than a love which shuns observation, and and thelove -
of those who are most eminent b§ birth or merDeven
thotgh they may be iiiferior in looks, 18 held in the
hxghest esteem. Besides this, the universal encoutage-
méat which a Tover receives is evidence that no stigma
attaches to him; success in a love-affair is glorious, and
it is only failure that is disgraceful, and we do nnt merely
tolerate, we even praise the most extraordinary be-

~ haviour in a lover in pursuit of his beloved, behaviour

which would meet with the severest condemnation if it
weré practised for any other end. If 2 man, for example,
with the object of obtaining a present of money or a
public post or some other position of power, brought

“himself to behave as a lover behaves towards his

favourite, begging and praying for the fulfilment of his
requests, making solemn promises, camping on door-

 steps, and voluntarily submitting to'a slavery such as no

slave ever knew, he would be restrained from such con- .
duct by enemies and friends alike; the former would
abuse him for his servility and lack of spirit, and the
latter would give him good advice and blush for him.,
But in a lover such actions as these constitute an added
charm, and no disgrace attends their performance by
our standards, because we recognize that the business
which he is about i supremely noble. What is strangest
of allis the popular conviction that a lover, and none but
a lover, can forswear himself with impu unity — a lover’s

- v&w, they say, is no vow at all, So ce that accordmg
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" to our way of thinking a lover is.allowed the utmost
licence by both God and man, and the natural con-
clusion would be that in this country it-is a very fine
thing both to be in love and to show complaisance to-

. wards.one’s lovers, (But)when we reflect that the boys |

- who inspire this passion are placed by their fathers in

the charge of tutors, with injunctions not to allow them . -

-to hold any communication with their lovers, and that a

‘boy who i isinvolved in such communication is teased by
his contempotaties and friends, and that their elders
malke no attempt to stop this teasing and do net con-

demn it, we are led to the opposite conclusion, and infer -

| that such love is; reckoned among, us. 1o _be hlﬁhillﬁm -

" *The truth of the matter I beheve to be this. There :

is, as I stated at first, no absolute right and wrong in love,
but everything depends upon the circumstances; toyield
o 2 bad man in a bad way is wrong, but to yield toa
worthy man in a right way is nght.% he bad magys the }
common or vulgar lover, who is in love with the body |
- rather than the soul; he is not constant because what he
loves is not constant; as soon as the flower of physical
i beauty, which is what he loves, begins to fade, he is gone
“even as a dream”, and all his professions and promises
‘are as nothing. But the lover of a noble:nature remains
its lover for life, because the thing to which he cleavesis
constant. "The object of our custom then is to-subject

lovers to a thorough test; it encourages the lover to
pursue and the beloved to ﬁee, in order that the nght-

 kind of lover may.in the end.be,gratified an and the wrong |

s e e BT

thd eluded; it sets up 2 lnnd of competition to
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 determine to which kind lover and beloved respectlvely

belong This is the motwe wluch Lies beh.md our general |

in on account of his wealth or. power, elther because one

Ty

- is frightened and’ cannot hoid out under the hardslup |

which ”he; f_iiﬂ:cts

noﬂ’éﬁf”thesethmgs:sstable orconstant qulteapartfxom'
the fact that no noble fnendshlp can be founded upon g
them, ' '

‘According to our principles there is only oné way m'i e |

which 2 lover can honourably enjoy the: possession of -
his beloved. We hold that, just as a lover may submit to -
any form of semtuw_@_thwmmeﬁﬂ

servility, so there I one, and- only one, other form'of
voluntary servitude which brings with it no dishonout,

and that is servitude which has for its object the acqui- -
sition offexcellence £a person fikes to place himself at

o ;.m,s L

the dlsposal f another because he believes that in this

‘way he can mprove himself in some dg:artment of

knowledge, or in soiiie other excellent quality, such a
voluntary submission involves by our standafds no taint
of disgrace or servility. If the connexion between alover
and his beloved is to be honourable, both the principles -
which I havé€enunéiatédnust be found in combination,

' that which deals-with the behaviour of a lover of boys,

and t.hat which is concerned with the desire for Imow-‘_
ledge or other forms of excellence. When a lover and his

favounte come together, each in conformity with the




- E for the latter that he is ]usttﬁed inanyact of comphance- _
o ofone who can make Inm w:se and go:»d and when the .

neral then and then only, when these
mcxde, and in no- other atcumstances
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. -*order to ‘attain. exce]lem.e and 1mprove h.tmself and -
'+ nothingcan ‘be more honourable than: that. So'weconi-
o clude that ivis in aH cases honourable to comply with a

/7/ ued

/—) :
(N ‘

‘ dlsc1p1me forthe: attainment ‘of: excellence. All: other :
- formsof love: belong to the other Goddess, the Common.i'
_Aphrodlte. Tlus ition that ‘T'ican

, _experts), it was Anstephanes turn to 8P hk,

to Aristodemus, but, whether from"u.rfel ‘or

. other.cause, he was suffering from'a ]

| trent'ed lum spea-king-.. So he -_said;-jt'

..somethmg to ttc.kle your nose with, and sne
- tWO sneezes; . and it-will stop;. however violent.?

- Very well, T will do'that,’ said Amtnphanes, ‘4nd dor :

f;you in the meantime get on with your speech }

Eryxnnachus then spoke as follows: < g
‘Pausamas, after: an admirable begmmng, has not '

'-breught his argumenttoan adequate conclusion ;I think -
~ therefore that it is incumbent on me to try to put the, Q\Y;‘?
: ﬁmshmg touchestoit: He wasquite nght inmy opinion, *

inithe dlstmctmn Whlch he drew between the'two hn 0 R

: ':_of love but Ty professi




